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Window central panel with John Ekins face
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A special Commonwealth
war grave Is appropriate for:

‘a person who died while in
Commonwealth Military
Service In designated
war years’



‘Designated war years' -
4/8/14 - 31/8/21
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Battle of Coronel (1% November 1914, off coast of Chile)

The first British naval defeat for more than a century. Engaging the Lhe Batde
enemy without hope of victory, Rear-Admiral Sir Christopher Cradock, e /i B 4
his flagship HMS Good Hope, and HMS Monmouth were sunk with all o N ,‘Z,“:”M
hands by the powerful cruisers of Vice-Admiral Graf von Spee. | JL e
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Cradock’s orders were to pursue and destroy
Spee’s fleet.

On November the 1* messages were received, by
both the Germans and the British, of sightings of
one enemy ship apiece. So, when the two
squadrons first made contact, each admiral was
unaware that he would meet the other’s
squadron, each supposed he was about to
encounter and overwhelm a single light cruiser.
The British had the equivalent of 6 to 1 against
= ' them in gun power.

- ~ Cradock could have ordered an alteration of
course and escaped,
but he chose battle and ordered hus ships to form
a single hne.

Von Spee no more hesitated than Cradock had
done

At 1900 and a distance of 1.200 varde von Qnaa
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No grave but the sea
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the Parish Church of Millbrook of 8ieilliian m
on the North Wall +o cormenmorate the mmof

18id dovm their lives in the Grent War, 'Hw ‘i‘

tthe (Great War 1914 - 1919

"Relatives and Parishi oners."

."1' .

(Then follow ﬂherw:“

"Requi egscant  in .. _

wThey died for ua. lLet us ‘f;f )
»remembrance before God and a ve

sof devotion o duty."
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IN SACRED MEMORY OF
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CHIEF SmipwricnT, WM. S. DEFENCE.

WHO GAVE WIS LIFE FOR RIS COUNTRY IN
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Lest we Forget

A talk given by Gilliam Kempster to RPHG 17.2.2014

A look at the First World War dead on the memorials of Maker, Rame,
Cawsand, Millbrook and St John - both the public monuments and the rolls of
honour etc inside our churches, and the graves in our graveyards.

I started with the First World War as it is the centenary of the start of that
war this year. But I will carry on and research the Second World War names
now. I appreciate all the help I have had and would welcome any information
that anyone has about any of the names on any memorial.

Sadly there are @s>many as 119 First World War dead on our various memo-
rials. There are stitl19, who I haven't been able to track down. Sometimes my
difficulties were caused’by the number of men of the same name who died,
sometimes by the ever‘shifting nature of our local population. Maybe one day
we will know who all of thénw’ were...

I have been more concerned with-~identifying them - their parents, children,
address, the service they served“ingdwhen and where they died and where
they are memorialised. I'm not a military historian , nor a military expert so
forgive me if there’s not too much of that/ind of detail.

Introduction

The Rame Peninsular History Group decided it would be appropriate to re-
member our own first world war dead by looking at our memorials and find-
ing out as much as we can about the people named on thém and the sacri-
fice they gave. It's been quite a long period of research for colleagues and I,
and involved mysteries such as:

- the war memorial that moved

- men who seemed not to have existed, that is until we worked out that their
names were spelled incorrectly on the memorial

- men who are on no memorial, while one man turns up on three

And other challenges...!

The First World War was a new type of conflict in many respects. It was a
global war fought on many fronts and in many different ways. It was the first



conflict in which planes, submarines, and tanks played a role. This is reflected
in our memorials which, whilst overwhelmingly listing army and traditional
Royal and Merchant Navy deaths, shows a few submariners and a man and a
boy who were in the fledgling RAF.

The abiding image of the war is that of the trenches but the reality was that
the "Great European War * spread round the globe to become a world-wide
conflagration. East and West Africa, the Middle and Far East all became thea-
tres of war. In Europe it wasn't just the Western front - bitter fighting took
place in Italy and Salonika. It was indeed a world war. We were fighting at
sea, too, all over the world- from the coasts of Chile to the coast of Denmark,
and in the air (and being subjected to aerial observation and photography for
the first time, meaning that many manoeuvres had to take place at night).
We were fighting 'on land from the Flanders trenches to the Balkan moun-
tains, to the desetrts/of the Middle East.

We have local men buftied, or lost at sea, in all these places - Jerusalem, off
the coast of Chile, Jutland,yMalta, Istanbul, Egypt , and of course Flanders
and France.

And all the names of the lost are mem\: at the time there was no provision for
women to join any of the services, they weren't even initially able to work in
munitions factories. Their war work wasc@nfined to charitable initiatives or
providing items of comfort to the men at thedfsont

War Memorials Generally

I'll look first at war memorials generally, then our memetials particularly, be-
fore looking at some of the people named on them.

As the War progressed and the numbers of dead rose there was a surge of
public feeling that there must be some appropriate commemoration locally -
especially as the decision had been taken not to bring men’s bodies home.
That meant of course that many lay in ‘some corner of a foreign field” or -
particularly poignantly true here near a naval base - at the bottom of a for-
eign sea.

Villages felt an overwhelming desire to commemorate the men who would
never return - and not just villages of course but institutions of all kinds -
regiments, schools, trades unions, factories.



War memorials are so familiar now that its difficult to imagine what an inno-
vation they were. Cathedrals and churches are lined with monuments to indi-
viduals - funded by their families or public subscription. But before 1900 the
trooper or stoker had never been remembered.

But the scale of deaths in WW1 was unprecedented, involving thousands up-
on thousands of men who in other circumstances would have been factory
workers, clerks, tradesmen and artisans, not professional soldiers .The long
relentless lists of the killed and missing triggered a rare response in an emo-
tionally tongue- tied nation, for whom ‘a stiff upper lip" had become some-
thing of a cult.

Early in the war wayside shrines began spontaneously appearing at cross-
roads. They werega folk expression of deep feeling that would perhaps have
no parallel in Britain7until the death of Diana.

Soon war memorials wére on the mainstream agenda. There was no national
co-ordination, no directives,yno templates - and no finance. Each war memo-
rial was paid for by public subscription (tho’ it has to be said a few memorials
were funded by the state as a réward for meeting recruitment targets. Horri-
bly ironic). The memorials started-appearing from 1915 onwards and each is
unique, some being not stone monuments but memorial halls or reading
rooms, for example.

There was a feeling that, whatever form they ok, they mustn't be exclusive.
They should commemorate each person ‘individually and equally’ - leaving
aside rank (either rank in service or in society). And to not necessarily as-
sume that everyone who gave their life was of the Christian faith, because of
course they weren't. We had Commonwealth soldiers, fef @xample from India
and other nations, with other faiths.

Huge numbers of memorials continued to be built in the 1920s and 30s in-
cluding civic memorials, larger national monuments, private memorials and a
range of utilitarian designs such as halls and parks. Where a stone memorial
was erected it was architecturally conservative in design, ‘tragic but comfort-
ing’, ‘noble and enduring” were the watch words.

Commissioning occurred through a wide range of national and local institu-
tions. Funding was similarly disparate - most relying heavily on local charita-
ble contributions. Memorials were usually commissioned by local community
leaders and other civic groups with little or no local or central government in-
volvement. Community leaders were expected to organise local committees
to create war memorials. Voluntary subscription was considered the only



‘correct” way to pay for them. A typical monument cost between £1000 and
£2000. Stone masons advertised products through catalogues.

The only local memorial whose origin I was able to find a little about was the
tablet in St Michael’s church Millbrook. We know the date it was sanctioned
and we have the handwritten list of the names of the men it was to include. I
haven't been able to find out the background to any of the other memorials.

Our Memorials
Style of external memorials

Millbrook’s is a céltic cross, as is St John's. Its been said that this style made
the memorial more<inclusive to Catholics and Protestants. I don’t know if that
was the reason this“style was chosen or whether it was just because it was
popular. Maker’s is a crQss.

Cawsand’s war memorial is the only one that is not a cross, and the only one
not outside a church. (Though it paust be said that Millbrook’s memorial was
originally much nearer the town and/was moved in the ‘50s to the outside of
St Michaels Church when a road was widened). Cawsand’s stands magnifi-
cently overlooking the village and the sea,

Inside the churches of St Michaels, Millbrogkyand St Andrews, Cawsand
there are war memorial boards too.

The Men Who Died

Looking first at Cawsand war memorial of the namesyisted all but five
were in the navy - no surprise there. One unique element of the First World
War was the first use of subs - and Godfey Hocken was, in fact, a sub mari-
ner who died when his sub ran into a mine off the coast at Great Yarmouth.
The other unique element of that war was the first use of aircraft and there
are two members of the RAF (or its pre- cursers) on the Cawsand war memo-
rial. Thomas Dowkes was a boy in the RAF and John Ekins was in the Royal
Flying Corps.

John Ekins died of spinal meningitis at home in Rame Vicarage - his father
was the vicar. You may have read about him in the Courier. He has a particu-
larly unique memorial, his face is captured in the central figure in this stained
glass window in Rame church. The family were friends of Noel Coward and
he is also remembered in Coward’s autobiography.



Another interesting name is W Harvey. He wasn’t in the main services, he
was a coast guard stationed at the Telegraph Station at Rame Head which
was of course an essential service. He didn’t die until 15 March 1920, and his
death was not war related - he died of stomach cancer yet he’s not only on
the war memorial but he has a Commonwealth War Grave in Rame Church-
yard, as does John Ekins who, as I said, died of iliness at home. Interestingly
there's another coastguard who died in the war years - S F Hall - who has a
war grave in Rame churchyard but who isn't on the war memorial.

So, to divert for a moment, the Commonwealth War Commission was
charged with providing a grave stone, and maintaining it for anyone who died
and whose body was recovered while in Commonwealth military service dur-
ing ‘designated war years’. In the case of the First World War the period is
4/8/1914 until 31/871921, the date the last peace treaty of the war across
the world was signed/Af a serviceman died abroad and his body was recov-
ered his gravestone is there, if he died here his gravestone will be here. The
stones are of a standard dniform design (which eliminated any class distinc-
tion), to which was added details of regiment served in etc, a cross or other
religious symbol - and later, if wiShed, the death of ones wife.

Returning to the names on the Cawsand.war memorial - Harold Carne was in
the army. Carne is, of course, a familiar name - as are Samuel Hancock Ben-
nett, Marks, Hocken and Skinner (althoughdark tells me they are not relat-
ed).

William Hoyle comes from a line of William Hoyles*who were regulars in the
navy. He was brought up in a cottage opposite St Andréws church, Cawsand,
and became a shipwright in the Navy. He married and ltad a boy , but of
course he scarcely saw him because war broke out , andithen he died. By
one of those serendipitous moments that litter life his great granddaughter
married the son of a couple living in the village - David and Jane Mutch. The
couple left a bouquet from their wedding on the war memorial. The family
treasure his war medals.

Were the men commemorated on this memorial ‘individually and equally™
Broadly yes. The men are listed in a (mostly ) alphabetic order. There is a
sprinkling of ranks and service on it but it was not in rank order with the ex-
ception of ‘Major Taylor’ here at the top. Everyone else has a first name ex-
cept him, which would have been a nightmare for a researcher but luckily, in
response to a little item Dave Peach put in the Courier for me asking for any



info on any of the names, Alison came forward with lots of information about
him.

His full name was Hugh Mascie Taylor and he lived in Balcony Cottage, in
Garret Street, coming here early on in the 20th century. He was from a fairly
upper class, titled, military background and having been invalided out of the
army after the Boar War he retired here aged 40. When the war broke out he
re-enlisted and was sadly killed at Gallipoli. He is commemorated on more
than one memorial - particularly in Polperro where his mother lived. And why
is his name first on our memorial? we shall never know but perhaps his fami-
ly made a particularly generous contribution to its establishment?

Maker’s memorial is a simple cross, with names listed in alphabetic order,
first names given’y no service or rank. Note John Southern - he is on three
memorials - Maker/ Millbrook and inside Millbrook church. His parents lived
in Kingsand and his Wife,in Millbrook so that is probably the reason. Another
Carne here , a distant €ousin of Harold on Cawsand’s memorial. Local nhames
of course -Jago, two Mathegs,who were first cousins. A Goldsmith. In Maker
church there’s a very sad listion'the wall of many men in the Goldsmith fami-
ly who've given their lives for theix country. Courtenay Sandercock was the
son of the land agent at Mount Edgecumbe. He was a sub lieutenant serving
on an escort ship which was sunk by @ mine off Whitby.

Algernon Yole, though still a young man, had“been pensioned out of the navy
due to ill health and died at home. Because heywas pensioned out he didnt
qualify for a war grave, but the family must have felt the war accelerat-
ed/aggravated his illness and , of course, he deser¥es to be on the memorial.

Millbrook’s memorial is divided by service and in théif case the majority
were in the army - 32 died in the army, 22 in the navy. The/order is random,
no first names, no rank. I was very interested to find two names listed under
the RAF. Unusual names , too - Whurr. After investigation it turned out that
these two men, brothers, had died on active service for their country alt-
hough not in either the First or the Second World Wars. They died, one in the
later ‘forties and one in the fifties and their sister petitioned the council to
have their names added. As there are no set rules governing war memorials
there was no reason to refuse. Although I do think, as a researcher, it might
have been helpful to explain that they died in later wars.

B C Pote was a sub mariner who died in a collision with another British sub.



There are two brothers named Frost who died just under a year apart, and
two brothers named Warren who died 6 months apart. A E V Liverstidge’s
name is not spelled correctly - it should be Liversidge.

So many sad stories here. William Dallen was a Lance Corporal in the Royal
Marine Light Infantry. He was on a cargo ship - the SS Antinoe , which was
torpedoed by a German sub coming towards the Scilly Isles en route from
Seville to Newport carrying iron ore.

The last stone memorial I looked at is the St John memorial. Seven men
are listed , representing all the services. Another Dallen - there was one on
Millbrook’s memorial - but I haven't been able to link them up, but they were
only living 4 doors apart in Newport St, Millbrook. Walter White was serving
with the New Zealand forces - it would be interesting to know the story be-
hind that. Alfred Statk was serving on an Armed Merchant Cruiser, the HMS
Laurentic, which wa§.sunk by mines off the coast of Ireland. Not all crew
were lost, but this poorchap was.

Looking across all four of our miemorials the most striking thing is the impact
of a ship being lost. Especially ships which were locally based. The impact on
the villages of such losses first at-the, Battle of Coronel, off Chile, when the
Scharnhorst and other German battleships downed the Monmouth and the
Good Hope on 1 November 1914 would\ have been bad enough. But 6
months later the Queen Mary, Indefatigable/\Invincible, Warrior and the De-
fence were downed at the Battle of Jutland on 31 May 1916. All hands were
lost. Locally that meant the loss of 12 men at’Ceronel and 11 at Jutland.
(16% of all the men lost across the villages during4the war).

These brave men lost on these ships of course have no grave and are com-
memorated on the huge Plymouth War memorial - which incidentally does list
men alphabetically by rank by year, making individuals a bit hard to find if
you dont know their service details.

Church Plaques

There are also plaques in two of the the churches. The most comprehensive
is in St Michaels, Millbrook, perhaps that is because initially the war memorial
was some way from the church. The plaque gives first names , rank, and
unit. It is in alpha order by service and whether the man died of wounds, or
‘service abroad’ or ‘service at home'. It says it was paid for ‘by family and
parisioners’ . Some names on the plaque are not on the memorial.



We know the Bishop gave permission for this plaque in December 1920. Here
is a copy of the permit and the hand written list of names that it was to
commemorate. You will see that Albert Liversidge’s name was spelt correctly
on this list so the error must have been the engraver’s.

At St Andrews, Cawsand this big memorial plaque greets you as you walk in-
to church before you turn left up the aisle. Its rather dark and difficult to
read. It consists of two lists of names in alpha order, one list following an-
other separated by the name S J Kent (incidentally who I havent been able to
trace). Again some names here are not on the memorial, and some names
have been hard to research. One name I recognised was B W Ireland, his son
Barton Ireland continued to live here, and his grandson Peter Ireland still
does. He didnt di€yuntil March ‘23, outside the designated war years, but his
family know that‘hig’ lungs were ruined by gas and that is what slowly killed
him.

My final mention of war /nemorials concerns plaques in our Churches and
other forms of memorial in cufgraveyards. We have war graves for men who
died at home. Here Hoblyn's gravestone showed that he was serving on HMS
Vivid, which was the land base at‘\Dexonport at the time. Where there can be
no local grave for a service man who /died overseas or was lost at sea, his
family often commemorated him on their own graves. Or in the case of Harry
Marden, who died at Jutland, by erecting,@&\plaque in St Michaels church.
And, as we have already seen in the case of Hénry Goldsmith, one of a long
line of Goldsmith men commemorated in Makef hurch who've given their
lives for their country

This chap is buried in Millbrook cemetary but he's not méationed on our me-
morials. The grave says he was in the Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders so
maybe he died and was buried here (Fourlanesend School was a military
hospital) but is commemorated on a memorial in his home town elsewhere.

Quite how the North family arranged this grave when they had no body I
don’t know - nor do I know why he isn't on any war memorial.There must be
a story there but we may never know what it is.

So - now we know more about nearly all of the 119 men named on our me-
morials - how and where they served and died, where possible who they
were related to, and where they lived.

We will keep this information safely as a further memorial to them.





